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STATEMENT ON THE RANKING OF OULU INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'’S
AND YOUTH FILM FESTIVAL REGARDING AUDIENCE REACH

According to our knowledge of the children film festival circuit within Europe, Oulu International
Children’s and Youth Film Festival (Finland) has achieved unique levels of attendance during the last
few years on a European and global level, through its very successful online screenings. In 2021 the
attendance was 75,000 people, in year 2022 165,000 and in 2023 228,301.

There is no similar case across Europe: Most of the festivals that had to reinvent themselves online
because of the pandemic in 2020, have not managed to maintain, let alone increase their audiences.
In many cases, children film festivals have abandoned or drastically limited their activities online.

The European Children’s Film Association (ECFA) is an ambassador for children’s films, helping to
provide access to a wider variety of European cinema for children worldwide. ECFA is the open
network organisation for professionals in the field of children & youth film and film and media
education, based upon sharing knowledge and mutual solidarity among its members. ECFA lobbies
on behalf of the children’s film industry on a political, educational, and cultural level. Currently, we
represent more than 160 organisations in 42 countries that are involved in the children film industry.
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